-----------------------------------------------------------------INTRODUCTION

But to Mazzini the republican form of government was no mere
political mechanism. He had no fascination for the obsolete formulas
so dear to the champions of European liberalism. What was needed
for the Republic was the birth of a new spirit evoked and sustained by
a living faith in the * religion of humanity." The process of regenera-
tion of Italy should embrace all aspects of her life which could not be
renovated by institutions devoid of spiritual content. His political
ideas were not utilitarian and materialist; they were reinforced by a
profound conviction4 that the great problem of the day was a religious
problem, to which all other questions were but secondary.'

* We have faith in God, in the power of truth, and in the historic
logic of things,' he declared. ' The principle which was the soul of the
old world is exhausted. It is our; part to clear the way for the new
principle. Tomorrow the world, now incredulous or indifferent, will
bow before it. For we know, like Galileo, that, in spite of the Inquisi-
tion, the world moves.'

Mazzini's republican creed is set forth in his political programme. I
have therefore included in the selection various manifestoes issued by
Jhim on behalf of the*Association of Young Italy.

Mazzini's conception of nationality was not based on racial myth.
Neither geography nor language nor religion alone determined the true
nationality. In one of his letters he wrote :

4 Nationality is sacred to me, because I see in it an instrument for the
good and progress of all; geographical conditions, historical traditions,
language and special tendencies are for me only indications of it. But
the mission which it fulfils, or is called upon to fulfil, is its baptism and
its consecration. The nation ought to be for Humanity what the family
is, or ought to be, for the country. If it does evil, if it resorts to op-
pression, if it becomes a missionary of injustice for a temporary in-
terest, it loses its right of existence and digs its own grave. These are
my inmost feelings about Nationality.'1

At a time when chauvinist and imperialist^ nationalisms were
popular, Mazzini asserted that the principle of nationality as enunci-
ated by him would remove the causes of selfish hostilities among the
peoples and would eventually prepare the way for the development of
international union. In 1856 he wrote to an English friend : * "What is
wanted is not a temporary agitation which will have to be reproduced
everlastingly, but something permanent, a great Association for the
1 Letter to Rodbertius, 1861.
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